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adventure in an other place I wyll speake of it, chiefly suche thynges
as shall be profitable too bee knowert, as in speciaJI be those decrees
and ordinaunces, that he marked to be well and wittely provided and
enacted amonge suche peoples, as do live together in a civlie policye
and good ordre. For of suche thynges dyd wee buselye enquire and
demaunde of him, and he likewise very willingly tolde us of the
same. But as for monsters, bycause they be no news, of them we
were nothyng inquisitive. For nothyng is more easye to bee founde,
then bee barkynge Scyllaes, ravenyng Celenes, and Lestrigones de-
vourers of people^ and suche lyke great, and incredible monsters.
But to fynde Citisens ruled by good and noisome lawes, that is an
excedlng- rare, and harde thyng. But as he marked many fonde, and
folishe lawes in those newe founde landes, so he rehersed divers
actes, and constitutions, whereby these oure Cities, Nations, Coun-
treis, and Kyngdomes may take example to amende their faultes,
enormities and errours. Wherof in another place (as I sayde) I
wyll intreate. Now at this time I am determined to reherse onely
that he tolde us of the maners, eustomes, lawes, and ordinatmces
of the Utopians. But first I wyll repete oure former communication
by thoccasion, and (as I might saye) the drifte wherof, he was
brought into the mention of that weale publique.
For, when Raphael had very prudentlye touched divers thynges
that be amisse* some here and some there, yea, very many on
bothe partes; and againe had spoken of suche wise lawes and
prudente decrees, as be established and used, bothe here amonge
us and also there amonge theym, as a man so perfecte, and experte
in the lawes, and ctistonies of every several 1 Countrey, as though
into what place soever he came geastwise, there he had ledde al his
life: then Peter muche mervailynge at the man: Surely maister
Raphael ("quod he) I wondre greatly, why you gette you not into
some kinges courte. For I am sure there is no Prince livyng, that
wold not be very glad of you, as a man not only hable highly to
delite him with your profounde learnyng, and this your knowledge
of cotmtreis, and peoples, but also mete to instructe him with
examples, and helpe him with counsell. And thus doyng, you shall
bryng your selfe in a verye good case, and also be of habilitie to
helpe all your frendes and kinsfolke. As concerning my frendes and
kynsfolke (quod' he) I passe not greatly for them. For I thinke
I have sufficiently doone my parte towardes them already. For these
thynges, that other men doo not departe from, untyi they be olde and
sycke, yea, whiche they be then verye lothe to leave, when they
canne no longer keepe, those very same thynges dyd I beyng not
only lustye, and in good helth, but also in the floure of my youth,
divide among by frendes and kynsfolkes. Which I thynke with this
my liberalitie ought to holde them contended, and not to require